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Sanctuary Grieves and Investigates

As WildCat Haven Sanctuary continues to grieve for its beloved head keeper, Renee Radziwon-
Chapman, it is committed to a thorough investigation of the tragic accident.

Based on a careful examination of the enclosure where the attack occurred, WildCat Haven has 
concluded that the lockout gate was operating properly and would have prevented the three cats 
housed in the main enclosure from returning to the enclosure until released had they all been 
secured in the lockout. The lockout is a smaller area within the confines of the main enclosure.

Only one of the three cats was secured inside the lockout when the attack occurred. Two others
were found inside the main enclosure.

WildCat Haven Board member Ken Hick called Radziwon-Chapman “a trained professional and a
passionate, fearless advocate. Everyone here knew her as extremely protective of the cats,” he said.

“It is our deepest wish to honor Renee’s memory and respect her family,” said Michael Tuller,  
WildCat Haven President and Co-Founder. “That is why formal investigations, by our organization 
and others, are essential.” The sanctuary is cooperating fully with the state Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration in its investigation of the incident, as well as with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, which is expected to conduct its annual inspection later this month.

Additionally, WildCat Haven has retained Tim Harrison, Director of Outreach for Animals, to 
investigate the incident, review the sanctuary’s safety protocols, and audit the facility. Mr. Harrison
has been consulted on national and state levels regarding his capture and handling of big cats. He is 
regarded as one of the world’s most respected advocates for the protection of exotic captive animals.

WildCat Haven is a 501(c)3 non-profit, no-kill, “last hope” sanctuary located in Sherwood, Oregon. Its 
mission is to provide a safe, natural, lifetime home for captive-born wildcats in need. It has earned 
verification and accreditation from both The Global Federation of American Sanctuaries (GFAS) and 
The American Sanctuary Association (ASA). WildCat Haven is not open to the public; nor does it buy 
sell, breed, or exhibit animals. The sanctuary receives no state or federal funding, relying on fund-
raising and generous donors and sponsors.


